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Introduction 
    From December 2019 through November 2020 we will be working 

our way through the 52 chapters of the Gospel of Luke and Books of Acts.  Since 
I cannot cover all of the material in my sermons on Sundays, this study guide is 
designed to help you get the most of our Luke-Acts series.  This study guide will 
be published every four to six weeks throughout the series. 

    Each week includes the reading for that week, some commentary 
from me, some questions for reflection and discussion, and some family 
activities.  The study guide is primarily intended for individual and family use, 
but can be adapted for small groups. 

I encourage you to complete these readings prior to each Sunday 
morning in order to help you prepare for each week’s sermon.  I look forward to 
all of you joining me on this journey through Luke-Acts.    

 
 
 
 

Week 32: Leading up to Sunday, July 5 
 
Weekly Reading: Acts 7 
 
Acts 7:1-8:1a The Story of Stephen 

We first met Stephen in the last chapter. He was one of the seven 
Greek-speaking Jewish deacons who were ordained to take over the 
distribution of the food to the widows. It is interesting to note that the deacons 
were ordained in order to allow the apostles, the elders, to concentrate on 
preaching, but the first thing Stephen does is preach a sermon. In the latter part 
of Acts chapter 6, Stephen is arrested and brought before the Sanhedrin. We 
pick up this week with Acts chapter 7 as Stephen makes his defense. 

Stephen addresses the Sanhedrin and gives them a history lesson 
stretching all the way back into the Old Testament book of Genesis and the 
story of Abraham. So far, all the sermons in Acts have had an Old Testament 
basis; we simply cannot understand Jesus apart from his Old Testament 
context. We, as Christians, cannot do away with or ignore the Old Testament.  

Stephen has been accused of speaking against the temple, the holy 
place, so his speech makes several references to place. He begins with 
Abraham, who was promised a place in the land of Canaan for his descendants. 
Abraham would become the father of Isaac (father of Jacob) and Jacob (father 
of Joseph) and his brothers.  

Joseph would be rejected by his brothers and sold as a slave into 
Egypt. Joseph's father (Jacob) and his brothers, would eventually follow him 
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into Egypt and end up being enslaved. God then sent Moses to lead the 
people to freedom, although with much resistance and rebellion.   

Joshua would lead the people into the Promised Land. David would 
eventually become king and David's son (Solomon), as king, would eventually 
build the temple that they were standing in. The people's continued 
unfaithfulness, disobedience, and idolatry would eventually lead to them 
being taken into exile, away from the temple and the land for 70 years in 
Babylon. 

Stephen tells them they are too worried about the temple since God 
told David he does not need a temple to dwell in. They were so worried about 
a building they rejected God’s message and his messengers. Just as Joseph’s 
brothers rejected him, and he later saved them, and just as the people 
rejected and resisted Moses, who came to save them, the Sanhedrin rejected 
Jesus, their Savior, and were resisting the Holy Spirit. 

In response, the Sanhedrin dragged Stephen out and stoned him to 
death. As he was dying, Stephen asked God to forgive them. A young man 
named Saul, who will figure greatly in the rest of Acts, was the coat-check 
boy. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. Stephen is able, from memory, to recount, at least in broad detail, 
the history of the Bible. How well could you do? Do you need to study 
more? 
 
2. In what ways are people still rejecting God’s messages and 
messengers and resisting the Holy Spirit? 
 
3. How willing would we be to proclaim our faith in the face of 
persecution and to forgive our persecutors?   

 
Week 32 Family Activities: 
 
Which Direction?: Some night when you’re going home from somewhere, put 
in the wrong address to your GPS so it will lead you somewhere other than 
your house. Try to make it somewhere in the complete wrong direction of 
your house and see if your child can catch on. If they do, tell them the GPS is 
never wrong, so you’re just going to do what it says. When you end up at the 
wrong destination, talk about how important it is to always have an idea of 
where you’re headed and not always follow blindly. It’s like the Bible, we 
must constantly read the Bible and know it’s words so we can always use that 
as our measure for the direction we need to be going in or decisions to make, 
no matter what other people or the world might tell us to get us off track.   



Week 33: Leading up to Sunday, July 12 
 
Weekly Reading: Acts 8 
 
Acts 8:1b-3 

We pick up this week where we left off last week, after the stoning 
of Stephen. The text says, in Acts 8:2, that on the day Stephen was stoned, a 
great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem and everyone, 
except the apostles, were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. But look 
back at Acts 1:8; it says the disciples would be Jesus’ witnesses in Jerusalem, 
Judea, and Samaria.  So, the persecution of the church was actually a 
fulfillment of prophecy. It was the persecution of the church that would lead 
to the church being scattered and grown. You will see throughout the Book of 
Acts that every time there is some kind of difficulty in the church, or some 
kind of persecution, God is able to use that difficulty and persecution to 
propel the church further and to spread its growth.   

It is true even today that the church is growing the fastest in the 
areas which experience the most hardship and persecution. It would seem 
that, in fact, comfort and wealth are actually the enemies of the Gospel. We 
are also told in this passage that Saul, the same Saul who held the coats when 
Stephen was stoned, began to be a great persecutor of the church in 
Jerusalem, going from house-to-house and arresting men and women. 
 
 Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1.  Why do you think it is the case that the church grows best under 
persecution? 
 
2.  What is it about wealth and comfort that impedes the spread of the 
Gospel? 

 
Acts 8:4-25 Philip in Samaria 

One of the people who was scattered as a result of the Jerusalem 
persecution was Philip, one of the seven Greek-speaking Jewish deacons who 
were ordained back in chapter 6. He ends up in Samaria as an evangelist, 
even though he was originally ordained to do the work of distributing charity 
in Jerusalem.   

You may remember from the story of the Good Samaritan in the 
Gospel of Luke that Samaritans were a kind of half Jewish culture, which the 
Jews typically hated. Samaria was also the third step in Jesus' commission of 
witnesses back in Acts 1:8, when he said they would be his witnesses in 
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  

We are told that Philip, through his preaching, gathered great 
crowds and was able to perform signs such as healings and exorcisms, 



bringing great joy to the city. One of those who came to believe because of 
Phillip’s preaching was a Sorcerer named Simon. 

In verse 14, we read that the apostles came to that city and prayed 
for the believers, that they might receive the Holy Spirit, because even though 
they had been baptized, they had not yet received the Holy Spirit. It would 
appear that Philip, as a deacon, had the authority to preach and baptize, but 
did not have the authority to lay on hands for the receiving of the Holy Spirit, 
the apostles needed to do that. Many see this as the first example in the Bible 
of the practice of confirmation following baptism. This is especially true in 
churches in which bishops, the successors of the apostles, perform 
confirmation. 

When Simon the Sorcerer saw that the apostles had the ability to 
impart the Holy Spirit, he, momentarily at least, slipped back into his old ways. 
He saw another trick that he could learn, so he offered to pay money for the 
ability. Peter rebukes him sharply, but before we are too hard on Simon, we 
see that he immediately repents and asks the apostles to pray for him. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. Since we baptize babies and later confirm them, how would you 
explain the difference between the two? 
 
2. Have you, or someone you know, had a big misunderstanding like 
Simon did, especially early in faith? 

 
Acts 8:26-40  Philip and the Ethiopian 

We continue to follow the story of Deacon Philip in his encounter 
with an Ethiopian eunuch. Philip was told by an Angel to go down to the 
Jerusalem-Gaza Road. There he met an Ethiopian eunuch, the treasurer of the 
Queen of the Ethiopians. (Parents, at this point you can just say “Ethiopian” 
and leave eunuch out, if you would rather not go there.) It was fairly common 
in the ancient world for slaves who were to serve women to be made 
eunuchs.  

We are told the Ethiopian had gone to Jerusalem to worship and was 
returning home. The Ethiopian was most likely what was known among the 
Jews as a “God-fearer.” God-fearers were Gentiles who were attracted to the 
faith of Israel, and to the God of Israel, but culturally were unwilling or unable 
to fully convert to Judaism.  

A major theme in the book of Acts is the overcoming of racism and 
prejudice. We saw the overcoming of racism between Greek-speaking Jews 
and Hebrew-speaking Jews back in chapter 6 with the ordination of the seven 
deacons. We saw it earlier in this chapter as Philip went to the Samaritans. 
Now we are going to see it again in Philip’s interaction with this Ethiopian God
-fearer.   



As Phillip approaches, he hears the Ethiopian reading aloud from the 
prophet Isaiah and asks him, “Do you understand what you are reading?” The 
Ethiopian replies, “How can I unless someone explains it to me?” Phillip got 
up into the chariot and, beginning with that passage in Isaiah 53, told him the 
good news of Jesus. As they traveled along, they came to some water and the 
Ethiopian asked to be baptized. After the baptism, Philip is suddenly taken 
away. The Ethiopian continues on his way and tradition tells us that he started 
a Christian community that continues in Ethiopia to this day. 

God was preparing the Ethiopian. God arranged the meeting. Philip 
began with a question, as we would say it today: “What are you reading?” 
Philip told the story of Jesus. The Ethiopian was baptized and took the faith to 
a whole new nation. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. Why do we make sharing our faith so complicated when the example 
of the Bible is that a simple conversation can change the world?   

 
Week 33 Family Activities 
 
An Overflowing Love: You will need: Large cup, Baking Soda, Vinegar, Red 
Food Coloring, Tablespoon, Measuring Cup, Large Plate or Tray. Add some 
food coloring to the cup (just to see better). Add a Tbsp. of baking soda to the 
cup. Add ½ C. of vinegar. The vinegar represents God’s love. When we share 
God’s love and good news with others, it overflows from us, to them, and on 
to whoever they share it with. God’s love never ends and is meant to be 
shared and multiplied.   
 
Spreading the Good News: Go to this link: http://www.azbible.com/
christianity-spread-map.html to show your kids visually how the Good News 
spread throughout the book of Acts. You can revisit it as we make our way the 
rest of the way through the book. If your kids really like geography, maybe 
you want to print a blank map and have them plot where news has traveled 
while they read! 

Week 34: Leading up to Sunday, July 19 
 
Weekly Reading: Acts 9 
 
Acts 9:1-31 Saul’s Conversion and Early Ministry 
We first met Saul when he was the coat check guy for the stoning of Stephen 
in Acts 7. In Acts 8, Saul had become a persecutor of the church in Jerusalem. 
Now, since the church has started to spread out geographically, Saul feels the 
need to take his show on the road as well. Saul gets letters from the high 
priest giving him permission to go to Damascus and search for and arrest any 
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believers that he finds. God, however, has other plans. 
As Saul approached Damascus, a bright light flashed from the sky 

and knocked Saul to the ground. A voice said, “Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?” Saul asked, “Who are you, Lord?” (At this point this should 
be read more like a fearful “Sir” than as acknowledgement of the Lordship of 
Jesus.) The voice responded, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. Now 
get up and go into the city, and you will be told what to do.” When Saul got 
up he found that he was blind and had to be led into the city. Saul fasted for 
three days without eating or drinking anything.  

Meanwhile, God was calling another disciple, Ananias (not the 
same guy from Acts 5), to go to Saul. At first, Ananias was afraid because he 
knew who Saul was and what he had come to Damascus to do. But God told 
Ananias to go, saying, “This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my 
name to the Gentiles. So Ananias went to the house, laid his hands on Saul, 
prayed for him, and healed him of his blindness. Saul was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and was baptized. 

Immediately, Saul began preaching in the synagogues in Damascus 
about Jesus. The people could not believe it. They knew that Saul had been a 
persecutor of the church in Jerusalem and had come to Damascus to carry 
on his persecution there, but now he was converted and preaching the 
Gospel. This, of course, made the Jews very mad and Saul ended up having 
to be smuggled out of Damascus by being lowered from the wall in a 
basket.  

Saul then goes to Jerusalem. At first, the people did not accept him 
because they were afraid. However, Barnabas, the son of encouragement, 
took Saul in and introduced him to the apostles. Saul began preaching in 
Jerusalem as well and again found himself in danger from the Jewish 
leadership. Saul ended up having to leave Jerusalem and ended up in his 
hometown of Tarsus. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. Have you ever known a Saul, someone who nobody thought would 
ever be converted, even someone people doubted and feared at 
first?  Maybe it was you. 
 
2. Have you ever been called to be an Ananias, someone who helped 
convert someone of whom you were afraid or suspicious? 

 
Acts 9:32-43 Peter Heals Aeneas and Dorcas 
Next, we catch up with Peter and his travels.  He goes to visit the disciples in 
the town of Lydda.  In Lydda, he found a man named Aeneas who was 
paralyzed and had been bedridden for eight years. Peter heals the man and 
many who saw it turned to the Lord. 



At that time, a leading woman in the church in Joppa named Tabitha, 
or in Greek: Dorcas, had died.  The disciples in Joppa sent two men to Lydida 
to get Peter.  Peter went with them.  Peter went and raised Dorcas from the 
dead and restored her to the community.   
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. Have you known Docas, a great woman of faith loved by her church? 
 
Week 34 Family Activities 
 
Made New: Prepare to bake a treat of your choice that includes several 
individual ingredients (cookies would work well). Ask kids how the ingredients 
would be by themselves (especially things like flour, vanilla, or cocoa powder), 
maybe even let them try a few! After baking your treat, talk about how the 
ingredients went through a transformation and became something amazing. 
Saul went through a transformation too when he was transformed by the 
Holy Spirit! 
 
Compare and Contrast: Compare the receiving of the Good News between 
Simon the Sorcerer and the Ethiopian. There are similarities in their 
experiences, but also some big differences. Review each story and use chalk 
outside to create a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting the men’s 
experiences. Discuss why the Ethiopian had so much more success than 
Simon. 
 
Week 35: Leading up to Sunday, July 26 
 
Weekly Reading: Acts 10 
 
Acts 10:1-48 

Acts chapter 10 is one continuous story of the meeting between 
Peter and Cornelius. I am going to comment on it as a whole, but you can 
divide it up however you want to for your own study. 

Cornelius lived in the city of Caesarea and was a Roman centurion. A 
centurion would have been an army officer in charge of a unit of about 100 
men, which would be roughly equivalent to a captain in our Army. Cornelius, 
like the Ethiopian in Acts 8, was a God-fearer, someone who worshiped the 
God of Israel but was not fully converted to Judaism. We are told that 
Cornelius was a devout, good, and generous man. One day he was praying 
and saw a vision of an angel, who told him to send to Joppa for a man named 
Peter.  

While God was showing Cornelius a vision, he was also preparing 
Peter for this meeting through a vision of his own. Peter is where we left him, 



in the city of Joppa, at the home of Simon the Tanner. Joppa is about 30 miles 
south of Caesarea.   

Peter is up on the roof praying, waiting for lunch to be served. He is 
hungry, so his thoughts turn to food. As he is praying, he sees a vision of a 
sheet being let down from heaven with all kinds of animals in it, all kinds of 
animals that good Jews like Peter were not allowed to eat. A voice tells him to 
kill and eat, but Peter refuses because these animals are not kosher. The voice 
responds, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean. The same 
vision is repeated three times. While Peter was still thinking about these 
things, the men sent by Cornelius arrived.  

The next day Peter sets off with the men to meet with Cornelius and 
the following day they arrive in Caesarea. When Peter arrives, Cornelius calls 
all of his friends and family together and asks Peter to speak. Peter begins by 
saying that even though Cornelius and his household were Gentiles, God had 
shown him that he should not call anyone impure or unclean.  

Cornelius then tells Peter about his vision and Peter says, “Now I 
realize that God does not show favoritism, but accepts from every nation the 
one who fears him and does what is right.” Peter goes on to proclaim the 
Gospel to Cornelius and his friends and family. While Peter was speaking, the 
Holy Spirit came upon them and Peter ordered them to be baptized. 

This is a breakthrough passage because it is breaking down another 
barrier of racism for the church. If the church had not broken down the 
barrier between the Jews and the Gentiles, it would have remained simply a 
Jewish sect and probably would have disappeared into history. But God broke 
down those barriers and that is the reason we are Christians today.   

The miracle here is that while God was preparing Cornelius to receive 
the message, he was preparing Peter to proclaim it. God prepared Peter for 
Cornelius, just like God prepared Philip for the Ethiopian back in chapter 8, 
and like God prepared Ananias for Saul in chapter 9. It should give us great 
courage to know God is constantly preparing both recipients 
and  messengers.  

Finally notice that, up until now, in almost every story, people were 
baptized first and then they received the Holy Spirit. But, in this case, the 
people received the Holy Spirit before they were baptized. I do not really have 
an explanation for this, other than to say that God seems to do whatever he 
wants and the experience is different for different people. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. How did God prepare you to receive the message?  Who did God 
send to you?  How did he prepare them? 
 
2. Is God preparing you to be a messenger?  How?  
 



Week 35 Family Activities 
 
Valuable: Give each person in the family 3 sticky notes with the word 
“valuable” written on them. Ask them to go around the house and stick the 
sticky notes to items that are valuable. Discuss why they chose what they did. 
Then ask them to move one of their sticky notes to the most valuable person 
in the family. Discuss how EVERYONE is valuable to go, he doesn’t choose any 
person over another based on how much money they make, how kind they 
are, the color of their skin, or who is in their family. Just as Peter explains to 
Cornelius, God doesn’t favor any person over another. We’re all extremely 
precious to Him.  
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