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Introduction 
    From December 2019 through November 2020 we will 

be working our way through the 52 chapters of the Gospel of Luke 
and Books of Acts.  Since I cannot cover all of the material in my 
sermons on Sundays, this study guide is designed to help you get 
the most of our Luke-Acts series.  This study guide will be pub-
lished every four to six weeks throughout the series. 

    Each week includes the reading for that week, some 
commentary from me, some questions for reflection and discus-
sion, and some family activities.  The study guide is primarily in-
tended for individual and family use, but can be adapted for small 
groups. 

I encourage you to complete these readings prior to each 
Sunday morning in order to help you prepare for each week’s ser-
mon.  I look forward to all of you joining me on this journey 
through Luke-Acts.    
 
Week 6: Leading up to Sunday, January 5 
 
Weekly Reading: Luke 2:21-52 
 
Luke 2:21-40 - First Visit to the Temple 

This Sunday is Epiphany Sunday and the beginning of the 
season of Epiphany.  Epiphany is all about Jesus being revealed to 
us for who he really is. Usually on Epiphany Sunday, we read the 
story of the Wise Men from Matthew’s Gospel. Luke, however, 
does not include the story of the Wise Men. But Luke does give us 
some interesting Epiphany stories about discovering who Jesus is. 

[Note: Families with young children may want to consider 
how much of this paragraph to read. Perhaps just talk about Jesus 
being officially named.] According to verse 21, Jesus is circumcised 
and named on the eighth day after his birth. This is in keeping with 
Jewish custom going back to the time of Abraham in Genesis 17. 
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Circumcision was a permanent and physical reminder that a Jew-
ish man was a member of God’s chosen covenant people.   

Churches like ours, who practice infant baptism, see it as 
a way of welcoming the newborn children of believers into the 
covenant community. Churches that do not practice infant bap-
tism still practice infant dedication to do the same thing. (We will 
talk more about baptism next week.) On the church calendar, 
this event is known as the Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus (or 
simply Holy Name), which occurs on January 1st.  

The next scene is the fulfillment by the Holy Family of yet 
another Jewish ritual surrounding childbirth. According to Leviti-
cus 12, a woman who gave birth to a son was required to bring 
an offering of a one year old lamb and a dove or a pigeon as an 
offering to the Temple.  If she could not afford the lamb, she 
could bring two doves or two pigeons. So, we know that Mary 
and Joseph were not wealthy. 

While they were at the Temple, they met two elderly 
folks, a man named Simeon and a woman named Anna.  Both of 
them prophesy about the child Jesus. Simeon’s prophecy in-
cludes the fourth song so far in the Luke musical, the Nunc 
Dimittis (Latin for “Now Dismiss”).   

This event is celebrated as the Feast of the Presentation 
of Jesus on February 2nd. This day is also known in some church-
es a Candlemas and is the day on which the candles to be used in 
church, and in homes, in the coming year are blessed. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. Since we are beginning the season of Epiphany, what are 
some ways that you have seen Jesus recently? 
 
2. Both Simeon and Anna spoke blessings on Jesus and 
prophesied great things about him. Who is speaking into the 
lives of our children and what are they saying?   

 
Luke 2:41-52 - Second Visit to the Temple 

The next scene in the Gospel of Luke is another visit to 
the Temple. It is the feast of Passover. Jesus is 12 years old and 



the Holy Family travels to Jerusalem, as they did every year. We 
are reminded this week that Jesus was born into a very ordinary 
and observant Jewish family. This time, however, when they 
leave to return home, Jesus is not with them.  On the third day 
(one day from leaving Jerusalem, one day returning to Jerusa-
lem, and, presumably, one day looking), they find Jesus in the 
Temple. Jesus was engaged with the religious leaders in theolog-
ical conversation and they were amazed at his knowledge. 

Jesus returns home with Mary and Joseph, is obedient to 
them, and continues to grow up. We will not hear about Jesus 
again until his baptism when he is 30. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. What might day-to-day family life have been like for the 
Holy Family? How would it have been similar to ours? How 
would it have been different? (I mean, who hasn’t lost a kid 
at some public place.) 
 
2. What does Jesus missing for three days remind you of 
from later in his life?      

 
Week 6 Family Activity Ideas: 
 
What’s in a name?: The name Jesus (Yeshua in Hebrew) means 
Savior. Talk to your children about how they got their names. 
Were they named after someone? Look up where their name 
comes from and what it means. 
 
Celebrate Twelfth Night: Twelfth Night gets its name because it 
occurs on the 12th day after Christmas Eve. It marks the coming 
of the Epiphany and is generally celebrated the night before 
Epiphany. Usually this is celebrated by having a special dinner. 
Some cultures also use Twelfth Night as a time to take down 
their Christmas decorations. 
 



Week 7: Leading up to Sunday, January 12 
 
Weekly Reading: Luke 3:21-37 
 
Luke 3:21-37 - Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus 
    A few weeks ago we studied the first half of Luke chapter 3 
which told us about the ministry of John the Baptist. This week 
we conclude the third chapter with the story of Jesus’ baptism 
and his genealogy. 
    Luke’s description of Jesus’ baptism is short compared to 
Matthew’s (see Matthew 3:13-17). However, it does contain the 
basics: Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit descended in the form 
of a dove, and the voice of God said, “This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased.” 
    From the very beginning, the Church has baptized newcomers 
to the community of faith. At first, of course, all the newcomers 
were adults who were making a decision to become Christians. 
However, quite quickly the Church began to ask themselves how 
to welcome the newborn infants of believing parents into the 
community. So, the Church began to baptize infants to welcome 
them into the community and then have people profess their 
personal faith later in a ritual called confirmation. 

Not everyone has agreed with this practice. Some say 
that only persons who are old enough to make their own deci-
sion to put their faith in Jesus should be baptized. As a denomi-
nation, the United Methodist Church practices infant baptism, 
however, people may still choose to delay baptism until children 
are older.  

The difference really lies in what we think baptism means 
and what we want to emphasize. For churches that practice in-
fant baptism, the focus is on what God is doing in us before we 
are even able to respond in faith (Methodists, and others, call 
this prevenient grace, the grace that comes before). For church-
es that baptize only believers’ baptism, the focus is on the deci-
sion of the individual.  



    A pastor friend of mine from the Church of the Brethren, also 
named Brian, and I preached a dialogue sermon back in 2014 at 
Christ UMC in Toledo, IA, comparing differences in these two 
views of baptism. You can watch it on the resources pages of our 
church website at www.wesleyonline.org/resources 

 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. When, where, and how were you baptized? 
 
2. How does understanding the different emphases of bap-
tism help you understand the different practices among 
churches? In watching the sermon of the Pastors Brian, what 
did you learn? What concerns do you have about your own 
view of baptism? What do you appreciate about other 
views? 
 
3. Compare Jesus’ genealogy in Luke with the one recorded 
in Matthew (Matthew 1:1-17). What differences do you see? 

 
Week 7 Family Activity Ideas 
 
Remember Your Baptism: If your kids have been baptized, talk 
to them about their special day. Did they wear something spe-
cial? Where was it? Who came? Go through pictures if you have 
them or any special items they might have from the day. Talk 
about why you wanted to have your children baptized and what 
it means to you.  
 
If your kids are not baptized, remember your own baptism. You 
may even need to call YOUR parents to help them remember it 
with you! 
 
If you or your children have not been baptized, this may be a 
good time to consider praying about whether this a step you 
want to take. Pastor Brian would love to talk to you about it! 

http://www.wesleyonline.org/resources


Wedding Ring: Hold up a wedding ring and ask: What does it 
mean if someone wears a wedding ring? (That he/she is mar-
ried.) When people see it, they know that the person wearing it 
has a husband/wife. Take the ring off and ask: Would a person 
still be married even though they are not wearing the ring? Yes, 
the ring is only a symbol that shows other people that he/she is 
married. A person is married when he/she makes a promise 
and says, “I do” or “I take you to be my wedded husband/wife.” 
This is similar to what happens with baptism. Baptism is a sym-
bol that shows others you are saved. It tells others you believe 
Jesus died for your sins, He was buried, and He came alive on 
the third day. It tells them you said, “I do” want Jesus to come 
into my heart and take my sins away. You are saved when you 
believe and ask Jesus into your heart. Baptism does not save 
you, but it just shows on the outside what has happened on the 
inside. It shows others you have chosen to follow Jesus and you 
are not be ashamed of Him. 
 
Week  8: Leading up to Sunday, January 19 
 
Weekly Reading: Luke 5 
 
Luke 5:1-11 Jesus Calls His First Disciples 

Now that we are past Advent and Christmas and well 
into the season of Epiphany, we are going to pick up the pace 
and begin looking at a chapter a week. We are going to skip 
chapter 4 for now and come back to it leading up to the first 
Sunday in Lent. 

Jesus’ public ministry began (as we will see in chapter 4 
in a few weeks) in the northern area of Israel known as Galilee, 
in and around his hometown of Nazareth. This area was named 
after the Sea of Galilee, which Luke called the Lake of 
Gennesaret, and it was here that Jesus called his first disciples. 
Jesus was already drawing large crowds at this point in his min-
istry.  



So large, in fact, that Jesus had to borrow Simon’s boat to 
get some distance from the crowd so that he could be heard. 
After this Jesus tells them to put out and lower their nets. Simon 
protests that they had worked all night and caught nothing, but 
he obeys and the catch is so big that the nets almost break. Si-
mon is scared by this and realizes that he is in the presence of 
holiness and is not worthy, but Jesus tells him not to be afraid 
and from now on he would fish for people. 

The first four disciples: Simon (who would come to be 
called Peter), his brother Andrew (see Mark 1:16-20), and anoth-
er set of brothers, James and John, leave everything and follow 
Jesus. Jesus is still calling disciples to follow him today. He is not 
looking for the worthy, there aren’t any. He is looking for the 
willing, those willing, if necessary, to leave everything and follow 
him and fish for people. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. What does it mean to fish for people? How is evangelism 
like fishing? 
 
2. What is Jesus calling you to leave behind in order to fol-
low him? 

 
Luke 5:12-16 Jesus Heals a Man With Leprosy 

Leprosy in the Bible refers to any number of contagious 
skin diseases. Having leprosy in ancient days often not only 
meant horrible physical suffering, but also social isolation. Jewish 
persons with leprosy were not allowed to attend worship, or any 
other public function for that matter. They often lived, and died, 
alone, or in groups of persons with similar conditions, on the 
fringes of society. Knowing all of that we see that this healing is 
so much more than physical. It is also social, emotional, and even 
spiritual. 

When Jesus does heal the man, he commands him not to 
tell anyone about the healing, but rather to go through the nor-
mal steps of being declared clean in the Jewish Law (see Leviticus 
13). Jesus said  this would be a testimony to them.   



We can suppose two reasons for this. First, Jesus wanted 
to honor the Old Testament Law and to restore the man to his 
community of faith. Jesus does not always buck the system. Sec-
ond, Jesus did not want the shallow attention that healing would 
bring him, which we see happening in this passage. We also see 
Jesus setting an example for us by withdrawing to pray. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. Who would be considered the lepers of today? Do not 
think about classes of people, but rather conditions that 
need healing. 
 
2. How are we called to bring that healing? At what levels 
does healing need to take place? (i.e. physical, emotional, 
social, relational, spiritual?) 
 
3. What does my prayer life look like? When is my time? 
Where is my place? 

 
Luke 5:17-26 - Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man 
    There are thirty-seven miracle stories of Jesus in the Gospels. 
Twenty-six of those are healing miracles, including exorcisms. 
Luke has eighteen healing stories, the most of any of the Gos-
pels, including six that are recorded only in Luke. This should 
come as no surprise to us since Luke was a physician. We can 
place a great deal of trust in the healing stories in Luke because 
he most likely investigated them carefully. 
    In this story, four people are carrying a paralyzed man to Jesus 
to be healed. When the five men arrive at the house where Jesus 
was teaching, they find that they are not able to get in because 
of the crowd. We tend to think a crowd is a rather positive thing 
when it comes to church; we all want a big crowd at church. In 
the Gospel of Luke, however, the crowd always seems to be in 
the way, always a problem. 

When they discover that they are not able to get their 
paralyzed friend into the house, they decide to take him up on 



the roof. In that time and place, all of the houses had flat roofs 
with an external staircase and the roof was used much like we 
might use a deck or a patio today. When they got up on the roof, 
they began to dig through what would have been an adobe like 
material, made a hole, and then lowered their friend down with 
ropes to the feet of Jesus. 

It says that Jesus “saw” their faith, the faith of the para-
lyzed man as well as that of those who carried him. Jesus was 
able to see their faith by what they did; by their refusal to give 
up. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, 
“Your sins are forgiven.“ The Pharisees who were there were 
offended because Jesus proclaimed the forgiveness of the man’s 
sins. But Jesus said that he did this so that people would know 
that he had the power to forgive sins. It is important to note that 
in doing this, in this culture, Jesus explicitly claims to be God. 

Forgiveness is often a part of healing, although not always 
(see John chapter 9). We know that often our health suffers be-
cause of poor choices we have made. We are not sure if that is 
the case with the paralyzed man, but Jesus wants to show us that 
the healing he brings is complete: mind, body, and spirit. 
 
Questions for reflection/discussion: 

1. In what ways is the crowd an obstacle to ministry? 
 
2. Our primary job as Christians is to get other people to Je-
sus. How am I doing that? Am I showing as much commit-
ment as the friends in the story? 
 
3. In what ways is forgiveness part of healing? 

 
Luke 5:27-32 Jesus calls Levi and Eats with Sinners 

In this passage, Jesus calls Levi, a tax collector, also known 
as Matthew, to be his disciple. In fact, he calls him right in the 
middle of the workday. Like the four fishermen from the previ-
ous story, Levi immediately leaves behind his work and all of his 
possessions and follows Jesus. 



You may remember that we talked about tax collectors a 
few weeks ago. Tax collectors were Jewish men who had become 
agents of the Roman Empire to collect taxes from their fellow 
Jews. Tax collectors were hated to begin with because they were 
seen as traitors. In addition, many of them also collected more 
than they were required and kept the difference for themselves. 
So they were also seen as thieves. 

The first thing Levi does is throw a party and invites Jesus 
and all of his tax collector friends. This, of course, infuriates the 
Pharisees. They always tried to keep themselves separate from 
people like Levi and would have expected Jesus, as a rabbi, to do 
the same. In response, Jesus says, “it is not the healthy who need 
a doctor but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous but 
sinners to repentance.“ 

According to the Pharisees, table fellowship was very im-
portant. To have a meal with someone was to completely en-
dorse everything that person believed, said, or did. According to 
Jesus, that’s ridiculous. Jesus eating with Levi and the tax collec-
tors is by no means an endorsement or an indulgence of their 
behavior, but rather a way to reach out to them and call them to 
change their behavior and come to faith in him.  

We can continue to love and have fellowship with people 
even if we do not agree with their lifestyle choices and we can do 
so without endorsing them. If we refuse to eat with sinners, we 
will always eat alone. In fact, to be honest, we would starve. 
 
Questions for reflection/discussion: 

1. Who are the tax collectors in today’s world? What are 
some changes that people, in what we would call unholy pro-
fessions, could make as Christians? Are there some profes-
sions that Christians simply cannot participate in? 
 
2. What “sinners“ are we called to “eat with“ today? 
 
3. How do we maintain the boundary between being with 
people to minister to them and endorsing or indulging their 
sin? 



Luke 5:33-39 Jesus Questioned About Fasting 
Fasting is the spiritual practice of giving up food for a pe-

riod of time as an act of prayer or worship. It is closely related to 
the spiritual practice of abstinence in which one gives up certain 
foods, or other things, for a period of time for the same purpose. 

For instance, one might choose to skip lunch one day a 
week. John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, 
would often fast on Wednesdays and Fridays until about 3pm. 
Many people find fasting difficult, if not impossible, due to their 
health or schedules. These people might practice abstinence, for 
instance skipping dessert for one or more days as a spiritual dis-
cipline. 

The point of fasting is to focus one's prayers, to make a 
sacrifice, or to practice saying no to oneself. It is an individual, 
voluntary discipline of the New Testament. While every Christian 
should find a way to practice fasting, or at least abstinence, how 
that is lived out is up to the individual. 

The Pharisees, as they always do, take a beautiful individ-
ual spiritual discipline and turn it into a heavy ugly requirement. 
They call Jesus out because his disciples do not fast. Jesus as-
sured them that the time would come when his disciples would 
fast, once he was taken away, that is after his crucifixion and res-
urrection. 

Jesus came to do a new thing. Just like you cannot sew an 
old patch on new clothes, or put new wine in old wine skins, the 
new thing that Jesus is doing will not fit the Pharisees’ precon-
ceived religious sensibilities. 
 
Questions for reflection/discussion: 

1. What experience have you had with fasting/abstinence? 
If you have not been fasting/abstaining, how much should 
you incorporate the spiritual discipline into your life? 
 
2. What are some old wineskins we are trying to pour new 
wine into today? 

 



Week 8 Family Activities 
 
Fishing for Disciples: Put a pile of goldfish crackers in the middle 
of the table. Talk about how Jesus “fished for men” to join him 
and spread the good news of God. Tell the kids we are still called 
to do this and ask them some ways they might “fish for people” 
today. For each example they give, they collect a goldfish. See 
who has the most goldfish at the end and bring their attention 
to how many more people can know God if all of us do our share 
in spreading the good news.  
 
Leprosy Experience: Explain what leprosy is:  

 Damages nerves, which make us feel.  
 
 Many people who have had leprosy can’t feel when they 
burn or cut themselves, and so ignore any wounds they 
have, which can then get badly infected.  

 
 Sometimes nerves are so badly damaged that a person’s 
muscles in their eyes, hands or feet stop working.  

 
 Over time, repeated injury and infection can cause the 
bones and skin to shrink, so that the person’s fingers and 
toes may actually get shorter. 

 
 It can be spread through the air, but not easily. Also, 
once someone gets it we have antibiotics today that make it 
quickly and easily treated.  

 
We have already mentioned that leprosy damages the nerves. It 
is a bit like wearing gloves, you can’t feel what you are touching. 
This makes ordinary tasks difficult to do. Ask a child to try to put 
on gloves and then try to put on and button the shirt with the 
gloves on. Is it difficult? How does it make you feel? Compare 
the physical frustration with how lepers in Jesus’ time felt as 
well as being isolated from their society and not having the 
same antibiotics we have today to heal them.  



Family Fasting 
Pick something for your family to fast from (dessert, screens, 
video games, social media, secular music, etc.). Instead of doing 
that activity, find a way to honor God (prayer, Bible reading/
study, listen to Christian music, journal, etc.) 
 
Week 9: Leading up to Sunday, January 26 
 
Weekly Reading: Luke 6 
 
Luke 6:1-11 Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath 

The fourth commandment says, “remember the Sabbath 
day and keep it holy.” (Exodus 20:8-11) The word Sabbath 
means seventh, the seventh day of the week, Saturday. On this 
day, God rested from his work in creation (Genesis 2:2-3) and he 
commanded his people to rest on the seventh day as well. Spe-
cifically, one was not allowed to do any “ordinary work“ on the 
Sabbath day. 

What an amazingly gracious and merciful God we have 
who commands us to make sure we take a day off. However, as 
we have seen over and over again, the Pharisees take a good 
commandment from God and heap a bunch of human-made 
regulations on it and ruin it. For instance, the Pharisees had reg-
ulations about exactly how far one could walk on the Sabbath 
day as well as what items could be carried or not. The day of 
rest became a burden. 

And so, in this passage, Jesus finds himself in trouble 
with the Pharisees, again! He allowed his disciples to “work“ on 
the Sabbath day. In response, Jesus proclaimed himself “Lord of 
the Sabbath“ and reminds them that the Sabbath is not neces-
sarily about doing “nothing,“ but rather about rest and doing 
good. In another place, Jesus has said the Sabbath was made for 
people, not people made for the Sabbath (Mark 2:27). 

Christians still debate the nature of Sabbath today, even 
though for most of us the Saturday Sabbath has been moved to 
Sunday. For some, it seems that all one is really allowed to do 
on Sunday is go to church and then sit quietly at home in the 



dark and do nothing. For some Christian groups, even some-
thing as innocent as playing a game of Monopoly with your 
family on Sunday afternoon would not be allowed. 

Sabbath, however, was meant to be a gift, something 
to be enjoyed. The command is intended to keep us from mak-
ing an idol out of our work, something all too prevalent in to-
day’s culture. Sabbath is meant for worship and rest. So, first, 
go to church. Then, do something you find restful. That may 
mean sitting in the dark and doing nothing. That does sound 
good, doesn’t it? But that also may mean going fishing, going 
to a baseball game, or tinkering in the garage or the garden. It 
is really up to you, as long as it is not your usual work and it is 
restful for you. 

Some of us, including me, have to work on Sundays, at 
least occasionally. If that is the case, we should take our Sab-
bath, our day of rest, another day, and that may have to be 
flexible. The point is, God wants us to rest. We need to rest. 
We should want to rest. Having a day of rest should not need a 
bunch of burdensome rules. 

Often I will hear people at church saying, “Isn’t it a 
shame that people have to work on Sundays and can’t come to 
church?“ I respond, “Yes, it is. Where are you going to lunch 
after church?“ Let us stop being judgmental. Let us make time 
for rest for ourselves and for others. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. What is your Sabbath discipline? What are the things 
you choose to do with your Sabbath? What are the things 
you choose to not do? 
 
2. How can we, as a church, serve those who work on 
Sunday? How can we create other worship opportunities? 
 
3. If I am really concerned about people having to work 
on Sunday, how am I showing it? Am I choosing not to 
shop or eat out on Sundays? 



Luke 6:12-16 
In this passage we see Jesus calling the twelve Apos-

tles.  First, Jesus prays, as we should always do before making an 
important decision. Next, out of all the people who were follow-
ing him (which could have been more than one hundred), he 
chose twelve for special training and leadership. These were 
called Apostles, which comes from the Greek word for “one who 
is sent”, like an emissary. 

We often refer to this group as the twelve disciples and 
use the term apostle and disciple interchangeably. This is not 
correct, and even I sometimes make the mistake, although I try 
very hard to avoid it. Jesus had many disciples, as many as 120 
by the time of his resurrection, but only 12 Apostles, 13 if we 
count Paul, who was added later. 

We are all disciples and there really are no true Apostles 
except those in the New Testament. However, traditionally, bish-
ops have been seen as carrying on the work of Apostles as ones 
who have broad supervision and influence over the Church. We 
also see the apostolic function in many of the writers, speakers, 
and theologians who continue to influence the Church on a large 
scale. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. Do you take time to pray before making important deci-
sions? 
 
2. How does our church continue to call people out for par-
ticular leadership in service? 
 
3. What people do you think function in the apostolic role in 
the larger Church today? How do they do so? 

 
 
Luke 6:17-26 The Beatitudes (Luke Style) 

You are likely much more familiar with the Beatitudes as 
we find them in Matthew 5:1-12. In Matthew, they are part of 



what is known as the Sermon on the Mount. In Luke, however, 
rather than being on a mountain, it says that Jesus is on a “level 
place.” So, in Luke this is known as the Sermon on the Plain. The 
Beatitudes, for both Matthew and Luke, are the introduction for 
the larger body of teaching in the sermon. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. Compare the beatitudes in Luke with the ones in 
Matthew 5:1-12. What are the differences? What are the 
similarities? 

 
 
Luke 6:27-45 Love, Judgment, and Fruit 

Jesus’ command to love our enemies is probably the 
thing that made him the most strange in his time and remains 
the most difficult of his commands to live out in ours. Loving 
one’s family and loving one’s neighbors is hard enough to do 
consistently. But loving one’s enemies, that is difficult.  

If you are like me, the problem begins with the fact that 
we might have a hard time thinking about people who are actual 
enemies. I mean, sure there are people we do not get along with 
as well as others, but enemies? I am not sure I really have any. 
Then I reflect on people who might have different political or re-
ligious opinions than I do. Our world is becoming more and more 
divided; more and more “us vs. them.” So we might have more 
enemies than we would ever imagine.  

Jesus said it is the love for our enemies that makes us, as 
his followers, unique from all the other people in the world. Of 
course, loving one’s enemies does not necessarily mean that we 
have close fellowship with them as we would with our family and 
friends.  Nor does it mean we would necessarily even trust them 
to be close to us, especially if they have hurt us. It simply means 
that we extend to them the same respect and civility that is due 
to all of our fellow human beings as bearers of God's image and 
that we pray for them and are kind to them. 



Jesus also cautions us not to judge other people. We 
have to take care here to dig into the meaning of the word 
judge. What is meant here is not that there should never be a 
place for determining guilt or innocence in a legal sense or hold-
ing people accountable for their actions. Rather what is meant is 
more on the interpersonal level, what we would call prejudice or 
judgmentalism; treating people unfairly or holding people to un-
necessary, unbiblical standards, like the Pharisees did.   

The church still has a job to do in naming sin in the socie-
ty and in exercising accountability and discipline within the 
church. We need to figure out how to practice good judgment 
without being judgmental. Jesus did not say to leave the speck in 
our brother’s eye, or ignore. He said to tend to our own spiritual 
and moral health and then to help others. 

Jesus gives us a better way: Consider the fruit that is 
borne in our lives and the lives of those around us. As I have 
heard it said, “We are not supposed to be judges, but we are 
supposed to be fruit inspectors.” 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. What does loving our enemies look like? How can we 
practice love from a distance if that is what we must do to be 
safe? 
 
2. How can we practice judgment without being judgmen-
tal? How can we see the sin in our own lives and help other 
people see the sin in theirs without sounding judgmental? 
 
3. How is a judge different from a fruit inspector? 
 

Luke 6:46-49 The Wise and Foolish Builders 
The foundation is the most important part of a building. If 

the foundation is not properly laid, then the building is for sure 
going to have problems, and will likely even fall. It is that meta-
phor of a building and its foundation that Jesus draws upon for 
his parable of the wise and foolish builders.  



Jesus said that someone who hears his teaching and 
does not put it into practice is like someone who does not take 
the time to dig down and lay a proper foundation before build-
ing their house. Everything may seem OK for a time, but soon-
er or later, the storms come and the house falls. On the other 
hand, those who hear Jesus’ teachings and put them into prac-
tice are like those who take the time to lay a firm foundation 
for their house. 

There are many things that we can build our life upon, 
but Jesus invites us to build our lives upon the solid rock of him 
and his teaching. If we do that, our lives will withstand the 
storms that are sure to come. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. What are some things that people may try to build 
their lives upon rather than Jesus? 
 
2. What are some storms you have gone through and how 
has having your foundation on Jesus helped you to get 
through them? 
 
3. What is the difference between merely hearing Jesus’ 
teachings and putting them into practice? 

 
Week 9 Family Activity Ideas 
 
Honoring the Sabbath: Model for your kids what rest and do-
ing good can look like. Make a point to do something as a fami-
ly on the Sabbath-whichever day you choose (other than going 
to church...do that too!). Also choose one activity to do some-
thing good as a family on the Sabbath (visit someone in the 
nursing home, make a handmade card to send to someone in 
need, invite someone over for dinner, etc.) 
 
Decisions, Decisions!: Play “rock school” to introduce the idea 
of making wise choices. Line the family up on the steps or in a 
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line on one side of the room (side by side) in “Kindergarten”. 
Kids will advance to higher “grades” in school by guessing in 
which hand the rock is hidden. Place both hands behind your 
back and switch up hiding the rock in different hands. Hold both 
closed hands in front of each child for them to guess which 
hand holds the ‘hidden’ rock. If they guess correctly, they may 
move forward one step to the next “grade”. The first one to 
‘graduate’ (guess the correct hand 12 times) is the winner.  
 

 How did you decide which hand held the rock? 
 Would it have been easier if you could have seen what 
was in each hand before you decided?  
 Since we can’t always know what the end result will be, 
how can we make wise decisions? (think about a decision 
before you make it; ask God for help to know what to do; 
talk to parents; read the Bible to know how to live; etc.) 

 
Even Jesus prayed when he had to make important decisions 
(like choosing the 12 apostles). 
 

Love Your Enemies: Have everyone think of someone they 
struggle to love. Challenge each person to show love the person 
they struggle to love (asking them to play, giving them a compli-
ment, praying for them, etc.). You might need to help each oth-
er come up with reasonable, safe ideas of how to show love to 
an enemy. Have family members report back how it went. 


