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Introduction 
    From December 2019 through November 2020 we will be 

working our way through the 52 chapters of the Gospel of Luke and 
Books of Acts.  Since I cannot cover all of the material in my sermons 
on Sundays, this study guide is designed to help you get the most of 
our Luke-Acts series.  This study guide will be published every four to 
six weeks throughout the series. 

    Each week includes the reading for that week, some 
commentary from me, some questions for reflection and discussion, 
and some family activities.  The study guide is primarily intended for 
individual and family use, but can be adapted for small groups. 

I encourage you to complete these readings prior to each 
Sunday morning in order to help you prepare for each week’s 
sermon.  I look forward to all of you joining me on this journey through 
Luke-Acts.    
 
Week 19: Leading up to Sunday, April 5 
 
Weekly Reading: Luke 19-21 
 
Luke 19:1-10 Zacchaeus the Tax Collector 

This week and next week we are going to have to take the 
Gospel of Luke in a bit bigger bites, in order to stay caught up with the 
church calendar. This week, we are going to be looking at Luke 
chapters 19 through 21. 

The first story in Chapter 19 finds Jesus entering the ancient 
city of Jericho, which will be his last stop before he arrives in Jerusalem 
for his triumphal entry on what we call Palm Sunday. A crowd had 
lined the streets to welcome Jesus. Among the crowd was a tax 
collector by the name of Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus, we are told, is short, 
so he was having trouble finding a place where he could see Jesus. Of 
course, as we have already discussed tax collectors, nobody was about 
to make room for him. So Zacchaeus climbs a tree to get a better 
vantage point.  

When Jesus sees Zacchaeus up in the tree, he invites himself to 
Zacchaeus’ home. As a result of his encounter with Jesus, Zacchaeus 
experiences a conversion. The conversion includes him giving half of 
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his possessions away and paying back fourfold anyone he has 
cheated.  

Like Zacchaeus, we should not let anything stop us from 
coming to know Jesus and, like Zacchaeus, a real encounter with Jesus 
will change our lives. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. In what ways have I/we been in the way, keeping other people 
from seeing Jesus? 
 
2. What was my encounter with Jesus like?  How did it change 
me? 

 
 
Luke 19:11-27 The Parable of the Ten Minas 

The parable of the minas is very similar to the parable of the 
talents (or bags of gold) in Matthew 25:14-30. However, there are 
some differences. In each story, the master is going on a journey and 
entrusts his servants with a sum of money to invest. In Matthew, only 
three servants are mentioned as receiving money, however, in Luke, 
ten servants are given money. In Matthew, each servant is given a 
different amount of money in keeping with their abilities. In Luke, 
each servant is given the same amount of money, a mina, equivalent 
to about three months’ wages.   

As in Matthew, when the master returns, each servant reports 
on what he had done. Although ten servants receive a mina, only 
three results are reported. (Let us assume these reports are 
representative of the results of the whole group.) The first two 
servants have differing degrees of success and are given commiserate 
rewards. The final servant, like the final servant in Matthew, however, 
simply hid the money and refused to invest it. When the master 
returned, he had nothing to offer and was punished. The servant said 
the reason he did this was that he was afraid of the master. In 
Matthew, the master says the reason is that the servant is wicked and 
lazy. 

To understand this parable, or any parable, we need to 
understand who the characters represent. The master is Jesus. The 
servants are us, the Church. The setting is Jesus’ return at the end of 
time. (Luke is darker than Matthew in talking about how the world 



rejects Jesus’ rule.)  Each of us is given, by God, a unique set of gifts, 
graces, and resources he expects us to use for the Kingdom.   

However, what seems to make the master, Jesus, most angry, 
is the false image the servant has of him. The servant has an image of 
the master as being harsh and unfair. Many people have an image of 
God like that. Other people have an image of God as an over-indulgent 
teddy bear in the sky. Both of those images are false and wrong.   

There is a biblical word for having a false image of God, 
including imagining God approves of things of which he does not 
approve. There is a biblical word for making up our own vision of God, 
what he is like, and what he wants, rather than relying on God’s Word 
to tell us who he is and what he wants. The same biblical word 
describes creating a God that aligns with our own morals and opinions. 
That word is: idolatry. Idolatry is the number one most offensive sin to 
God. A.W. Tozer wrote, “Let us beware lest we in our pride accept the 
erroneous notion that idolatry consists only in kneeling before visible 
objects of adoration, and that civilized peoples are, therefore, free 
from it. The essence of idolatry is the entertainment of thoughts about 
God that are unworthy of him.” 

We have been accustomed to reading this parable, and the 
one like it in Matthew, as a stewardship story. It is, but God showed 
me, even as I am writing this, that it is also a warning against idolatry, 
tearing at the roots of our false images of God. Even if we have read 
the Bible many times, God will show us new things each time. 
 
Questions for Reflection/DIscussion: 

1. Am I an idolator? Is my image of God based on Scripture, or my 
own imagination? 
 
2. How is an image of a God who is overly-indulgent as dangerous 
as an image of one who is too harsh? 
 
3. Am I a good steward of what God has given me? Am I using 
and investing it for a return for the Kingdom? 

 
 
Luke 19:28-48 Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King and Jesus at the 
Temple              

We celebrate Palm Sunday in church every year on the Sunday 



before Easter. Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem on the back of a donkey was a 
reason for celebration among his disciples. They were so excited they 
spread palm branches along his way, the ancient equivalent of the 
“red carpet treatment.” 

However, Jesus arriving in this manner was a powerful symbol 
that was not good news for everyone. It was a symbol of Jesus 
entering as King. This was how kings entered cities over which they 
ruled, by entering Jerusalem in this way, Jesus was proclaiming himself 
to be king of Jerusalem and King of the Jews. The news was not taken 
lightly by the Romans or by the Jewish leaders allied with them. This 
event, more than any other, at the beginning of Holy Week, set in 
motion the events that would lead to Jesus' crucifixion on Good Friday. 

Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple serves as a powerful reminder 
to us that Jesus does not always live up to our image of “gentle Jesus 
meek and mild.” Jesus, rather, was a man of powerful passion when 
the situation warranted it, a man of action when the situation required 
it. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. How would the disciples’ celebration of Palm Sunday be 
affected if they knew what Good Friday would bring? 
 
2. How does the Kingship of Jesus upset people today? 
 
3. In what ways does the “Temple” need to be cleansed today? 

 
 
Luke 20:1-19  The Authority of Jesus is Questioned and the Parable of 
the Tenants 

The level of conflict is heating up between Jesus and the 
Jewish religious leaders. He has ridden into Jerusalem as a king, driven 
the merchants from the Temple, and he had been teaching in the 
temple complex.  

The leaders come to him and ask him, “By what Authority are 
you doing these things?”.  Jesus answered their question with a 
question. He asked them whether John's baptism was really from God. 
This put them between a rock and a hard place. If they said John's 
baptism was from God, Jesus would ask, “Why didn't you listen to 
him?”. If they said John's baptism was not from God, then the people 
would stone them because they knew John was a prophet. When they 



refused to answer Jesus's question by saying they didn't know, Jesus, 
likewise, refused to answer their question. 

 Jesus then tells the Parable of the Tenants about a man who 
planted a vineyard and left tenant farmers in charge of it. When 
harvest time came, and he sent servants to collect his share of the 
fruit, the tenants mistreated them and sent them away empty-
handed. Finally, the man decided to send his son, whom he assumed 
the tenants would respect. Instead, they kill him. 

It is not hard to figure out the meaning of this parable. The 
vineyard owner is God. The tenants are the religious leaders who are 
supposed to be taking care of God’s people. The servants are the 
prophets, whom God sent and were rejected. The son is Jesus, who 
will soon be killed. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. In what ways are we like the religious leaders of Jesus’ day? 
Are we afraid of the crowd? Are we neglecting God’s vineyard 
and ignoring his messengers? 

 
 
Luke 20:20-44 Jesus Questioned about Taxes and Marriage 

The religious leaders send spies to ask Jesus a question about 
taxes. They ask if it is right for the Jewish people to pay taxes to 
Caesar and the Roman Empire.They think they have Jesus in a tough 
spot. If Jesus says the people should not pay taxes, the Romans will 
kill him. If Jesus does say the people should pay taxes, the people will 
turn against them. Either way, they get rid of Jesus. 
Jesus, as he does many times, answers a question with a question 
and gets away. He asks for a coin and asks whose name and picture 
are on it. When they answer, “Caesar,” he says, “Then give to Caesar 
what is Caesar’s and give to God what is God’s.” 

As believers, our first attention needs to be on God’s 
kingdom and not on human government. That said, we still have a 
responsibility to be good citizens, which includes paying taxes, 
obeying the law where it does not conflict with God’s law, and voting 
and participating in government and society to promote God’s vision 
for the world. (See Romans 13:1-7) 

Then Jesus gets grilled by the Saducces. We talked about 
them a while back. They were a Jewish sect who did not believe in 



the afterlife, among other things. They were too theologically 
sophisticated to actually believe what the Bible said.   

The Saducces come to Jesus with the made up scenario about 
a woman who had been married and widowed by seven brothers. (I 
know, right?) They want to know who the woman will be married to 
after the resurrection of the dead. Of course, their question is not 
honest, they do not really want to know about marriage in the 
afterlife. They are trying to show how stupid they think believing in the 
afterlife really is. 

Jesus responds, as he rarely does, with a direct correction. He 
tells them there will absolutely be a resurrection of the dead, but 
nobody will be married in the afterlife. We will still know each other 
and love each other, but marriage is for helping us get through this 
life. In the next life, we, the Church, will be the bride of Christ. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. How can you tell if someone is asking you an honest question 
about your faith or just trying to trip you up? How do you 
respond? 
 
2. How are we to act as Christian citizens? What can we do 
better? 
 
3. Why do you think we will not need to be married in the next 
life? 

 
 
Luke 20:45-21:4 The Widow’s Offering 

Jesus warns his disciples against being like the Jewsih religious 
leaders (dressing up in religious garb in public, making people refer to 
them by fancy titles, making long, showy prayers, and preying on 
widows). Widows always seem to be the most vulnerable to religious 
greed. 

Speaking of widows, Jesus sees a widow making her offering 
and lifts her up as an example of generosity. People were coming into 
the Temple to worship. As they came in, they were placing their 
offerings into the plate, or whatever it was.   

The rich people were making what looked like big offerings, 
and no doubt drawing attention to the size of their gifts. Then a poor 
widow comes in and puts in two small copper coins, pennies, maybe 
even half pennies. Jesus said she actually gave more than all the 



others, because they gave out of their riches, but she gave sacrificially, 
out of her poverty. 

According to Jesus, there is a difference between big gifts and 
big givers. Someone can give what might be considered a big gift but 
still not be a big giver. They may not really be generous, because they 
have it to spare. On the other hand, a person may give a small gift and 
be a big giver, because they are giving sacrificially. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. Can you think of modern examples of greed and abuse of 
power by religious leaders? 
 
2. Can you think of examples of big gifts by small givers and small 
gifts by big givers? 

 
 
Luke 21:5-38 The Destruction of the Temple and Sings of the End Times 

As they were entering the Temple one day during Holy Week, 
some of Jesus’ disciples remarked about the beauty of the 
building.  Jesus responds by telling them that a day is coming when 
one stone will not be left on top of another. The disciples want to 
know when this will happen, so Jesus goes on to give them a number 
of signs.  There will be false teachers and false Messiahs who will come 
and try to deceive people.  There will be wars, earthquakes, and 
celestial signs. There will persecution of believers, even by their own 
families.  However, Jesus promises believers both guidance and 
protection and, in the end, eternal life. 

It is believed by many, including me, that in this passage Jesus 
is describing two future events separated in time.  The first event was 
the destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D.  This event is what Jesus 
would have meant when he said they would see Jerusalem surrounded 
by armies, when he said that not one stone being left on another, and 
when he said that this generation was not going to pass away before 
these things took place.   

The other event, farther in the future, is the coming of the Son 
of Man (Jesus) on the clouds with power and great glory.  This is the 
end of the age when Jesus will come to make all things new.  There is a 
gap between these two events. That is what Jesus means in verse 9 
when he tells them, “Do not be frightened,  These things must happen 
first, but the end will not come right away.” Jesus said that the 



destruction of Jerusalem begins a period known as the “time of the 
Gentiles.”  That is the time we are in now. At the end of this time, Jesus 
will come back. How long will this time be? We don’t know. So far, it 
has been 1970 years. In the meantime, Jesus tells us not to be afraid, 
to be hopeful for the future, to be watching for him and to be careful 
how we live.  
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. How ready are we for difficult times? 
 
 
Week 19 Family Activity Ideas: 
 
Jenga: Play a game of Jenga as a family (if you don’t have this game, 
ask a friend to borrow it). Each one of us continually breaks our 
relationship with Jesus (just like Zacchaeus). We sin and become far 
away from him, but when we ask for his forgiveness and unite with 
him, he fixes us and makes us whole again. Just like restarting a game 
of Jenga when the tower gets too weak to stand. 
 
Palm Sunday Challenge: After reading about Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem, replicate it by challenging the family to a “minute to win it” 
game. Using tape (or some other starting point/ending point markers), 
create 2 points about 15 feet apart. Each contestant will get 1 minute 
to use the two coats to get from one side to the other, but only using 
the coats (can’t touch the floor). Have anyone not participating stand 
on the sides and shout, “Hosanna” (you could even create palm 
branches with materials from around your house-get creative!).  
 
Big or Small Gift: Give everyone in your family differing amounts of 
something (m&m, skittles, oyster crackers, chocolate chips, etc.). 
Someone may get 2, 5, 10, 20 (you decide amounts based on the 
amount of people in your family). Tell them they are all going to be 
asked to give some of their items away to you as a gift. The person with 
the most should give the largest amount (using the numbers above, 
you might have 20 give 10, 10 give 5, 5 give 2, and 2 give 2). Then ask 
who gave you the biggest gift and why. Relate it to the story of the 
Widow’s Offering and why her “small offering” was actually huge. 
 
 



Week 20: Leading up to Sunday, April 12 
 
Weekly Reading: Luke 22-24:12 (Note: I am not providing questions 
during Holy Week.  I invite you just to sit with the texts.) 
 
Luke 22:1-53 Thursday/Thursday Night 

Last week we studied the events of Holy Week beginning on 
Palm Sunday and extending through Wednesday. This week we will be 
focusing on the events of Holy or Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy 
Saturday, and Easter Sunday morning. (The term Maundy Thursday 
comes from the Latin phrase Mandatum Novum, or a New 
Commandment, referring to Jesus’ new commandment to love one 
another in John 13:34, which is often read on this day.) 

We pick up the story on Thursday, perhaps in the afternoon. 
Judas has made arrangements to betray Jesus into the hands of the 
religious leaders. As Thursday evening, Passover evening, approaches, 
Jesus tells his disciples to go and make preparations for the Passover 
meal. When evening comes, he gathers with the disciples for the 
traditional meal. However, Jesus gives a new meaning to the meal and 
gives us the continuing tradition of the Lord’s Supper or Holy 
Communion. Jesus took bread, blessed it, broke it, gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “This is this my body; do this in remembrance of 
me.”  Then he took a cup of wine and gave it to the disciples and said, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for 
you.” In Holy Communion, the bread and the wine (or grape juice) 
symbolize the body and blood of Jesus. However, they are more than a 
symbol. Our Articles of Religion say that when we receive the elements 
in faith, we are partaking of the body and blood of Christ in a 
“heavenly and spiritual manner.”    

After the meal, Jesus and the disciples went out to the Mount 
of Olives. Once there, Jesus withdrew by himself to pray. He prayed 
God would spare him but that God’s will would be done. This is a great 
example of prayer for us. Prayer should always be conditional. We pray 
for what we want, but we are always surrendered to God’s will. In this 
case, even Jesus did not get what he prayed for. 

When Jesus returned to the disciples, he found them sleeping 
instead of praying.  At that very moment, a crowd, led by Judas, comes 
to arrest Jesus. When they arrive, Peter fights back by cutting off 
someone’s ear. Jesus rebukes Peter and heals the man. Jesus was 
surrendered to God’s will and did not want his disciples to fight back.    



 
Luke 22:54-23:25 Friday Morning 

Jesus is taken to the house of the high priest. Peter follows at a 
distance and when challenged about his relationship with Jesus, as 
Jesus predicted, he denied Jesus three times. Meanwhile, Jesus is 
mocked and beaten by the soldiers. These would have been the Jewish 
Temple security, not the Roman soldiers, yet.  At dawn, on Friday 
morning, Jesus is taken before the Jewish Council of elders and falsely 
condemned. 

Then Jesus is taken before Pontus Pilate, the Roman Governor 
of Judea. To be fair to Pilate, his one and only concern was law and 
order in Jerusalem during the Passover festival. If Jesus was a threat to 
that order, Pilate would have no problem killing him. However, he was 
not about to execute someone on the mere say so of the Jewish 
religious leaders, over a Jewish religious dispute. Pilate tries to release 
him and sends him to Herod (This would have been Herod Antipas, 
ruler of Galilee, if you remember our discussion about the Herods from 
a couple months ago.) Herod wants no part of this either and sends 
Jesus back to Pilate. 

Pilate has one more play. It was his custom, as an act of 
goodwill, to release a prisoner during Passover. Therefore, Pilate asks 
the crowd if they want him to release Jesus. However, the religious 
leaders have already gotten to the crowd. The crowd demanded that 
Barabbas be released and Jesus be crucified.  Now, not executing Jesus 
is a threat to Pilate’s keeping law and order, so he commands the 
Roman soldiers to crucify him. 
 
Luke 23:26-56 Friday Afternoon/Evening 
Many physically graphic descriptions and depictions of the crucifixion 
exist both in print and video format. So, I am not going to take time 
here to write another. I would invite you to simply sit with the 
description in the text and try to appreciate for a few minutes Jesus’ 
suffering. Once you have done that, I think you will appreciate more 
what he did for you, the magnitude of his forgiveness for the thief on 
the cross, and even for those who were crucifying him. 
 
Luke 24:1-12 Easter Sunday Morning, 

Early on Sunday morning, three women: Mary Magdalene, 
Mary the mother of James, and Joanna, go to the tomb. When they 
arrive, they find the stone rolled away and the tomb empty. Two 



angels appear and tell them, “He is not here; he has risen!” 
The women run back to town to tell the disciples, who, of 

course, don't believe them. Peter runs to the tomb to see for himself. 
When he arrives, he finds the tomb empty, just as the women had 
said. 

The resurrected Jeusus will show himself to the disciples. We 
will read about that next week.     
 
Week 20 Family Activities: 
 
Easter Week Family Devotional: This week, for Holy Week, we 
encourage you to use the online resource on our website at: https://
www.wesleyonline.org/resources. Sometimes kids can have a lot of 
questions about what Jesus went through. This devotional walk kids 
through some of those tough questions.  

 
Holy Thursday meal: Have a special family dinner on Maundy 
Thursday. During your meal, think of ways your family can “wash the 
feet” of people in need in our church or community. 

 
Resurrection Rolls: These Rolls with marshmallows wrapped inside, 
become hollow as they bake. It represents the tomb of Jesus on Easter 
morning, when you break them open they are empty inside!  

 1 (10 ounce) can refrigerated crescent dinner rolls 
 

 8 large marshmallows 
 

 1/4 cup melted butter 
 
 
Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Lightly grease a baking sheet. Separate 
crescent rolls into individual triangles. In a small bowl, mix together 
cinnamon and sugar. Dip a marshmallow into melted butter, then roll 
in sugar mixture. Place marshmallow into the center of a dough 
triangle. Carefully wrap the dough around the marshmallow. Pinch the 
seams together tightly to seal in marshmallow as it melts. Place on a 
baking sheet. Repeat. Bake in a preheated oven until golden brown, 
about 15 minutes. 

https://www.wesleyonline.org/resources
https://www.wesleyonline.org/resources


 
 
Week 21: Leading up to Sunday, April 19 
 
Weekly Reading: Luke 24:13-49 
Luke 24:13-35 On the Road to Emmaus 
This week’s reading consists of two post-resurrection appearances of 
Jesus to his disciples on the Sunday after Easter. The first appearance 
is to two disciples, who were not part of the twelve apostles, on the 
road from Jerusalem to a village about 15 miles to the west called 
Emmaus. 

The two disciples, only one of whom, Cleopas, is named, 
presumably, were leaving Jerusalem in defeat. Jesus was dead; their 
time as followers of Jesus had come to an end.  Jesus approached 
them, unrecognized, and asked them what they had been talking 
about. 

They tell him the story about Jesus and how he died. They tell 
him how disappointed they were because they thought Jesus was the 
Messiah. Jesus then goes on to tell them about all the Scriptures that 
have pointed towards this very moment. 

As they approached the village, the disciples asked the 
stranger to come and stay with them. When they sat down to eat, 
Jesus broke the bread, and when he did so, the disciples realized who 
he was and ran back to Jerusalem to share the news. 

It is possible that these disciples were in the upper room on 
Thursday night during the Last Supper. That is why they were able to 
recognize Jesus when he broke the bread. There is an important 
lesson here: we come to know who Jesus is through both Word and 
Sacrament. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. Think/talk about a time when you had a profound experience 
of Jesus’ presence in Communion. 

 
 
Luke 24:36-49 Jesus Appears to the Disciples 
The next appearance occurs right after the last one, as the disciples 
are all gathered.  Jesus suddenly appears right in the middle of them. 
He tells them to not be afraid and then asks for something to eat. 
They give him a piece of fish, which he eats in front of them. Eating 



the fish, and allowing the disciples to touch him, proves he is not a 
ghost and they are not hallucinating. 
He leaves them with instructions to remain in Jerusalem until they 
have received the power of the Holy Spirit, which will come some six 
weeks later on the Day of Pentecost. 
 
Questions for Discussion/Reflection: 

1. The resurrected Jesus had a physical body; he could eat and 
the disciples could touch him, and yet he could appear and 
disappear at will. Think/talk about what Jesus' resurrected body 
might have looked like and how the disciples experienced it. 
Feel free to compare appearance stories from the other gospels. 

 
 
Week 21 Family Activities 
 
Do I Know You?: Interview each other to get to know one another 
better. Pair up family members and ask them to find out some 
things that others may not know. Set the timer for three minutes 
and ask one another questions. (You could set the timer for short 
periods, ask the question, let everyone discuss it, and then repeat.) 
At the end, ask each one to share some of the new facts they 
learned about their partner. 
  
Question Ideas: 

 What is your favorite food? 
 

 How would you spend $100, if you had it? 
 

 What chore do you dislike most? Why? 
 

 If you could be any animal, what would like to be? 
 

 What do you like to do on a rainy day? 
 
 
Knowing facts is the first step in getting to know someone better. As 
we learn more about Jesus from the Bible, we will know and love 
Him more. 



 
Blind Faith: (You will need 2 paper towel tubes and 2 balls) Set up an 
easy obstacle course (using chairs, toys, couch cushions, etc.) Blindfold 
a member of your family. They must carry two balls across the room 
while balancing them on paper towel tubes. They must listen carefully 
to any instructions or help the family gives them. Allow turns for 
anyone to be blindfolded.  
 
Was it hard to trust what you couldn’t see? Jesus’ disciples had a hard 
time believing Jesus had been raised from the dead. Sometimes it is 
hard for us to believe something we did not see.  
 
Week 22: Leading up to Sunday, April 26 
 
Weekly Reading: Luke 15 
Luke 15:1-7 The Lost Sheep 

Luke chapter 15 is known as the “lost” chapter of the Bible, not 
because it has been recently discovered, but because it contains the 
stories of the lost sheep, lost coin, and the lost son. The other thing to 
notice that connects these stories, is all of them are directed toward 
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, who were complaining 
among themselves that Jesus was associating with sinners. (Since these 
stories are so similar, I am only going to offer one set of questions at 
the end.) 

First, Jesus tells a story of a shepherd who has 99 sheep. One 
of them wanders away and the shepherd leaves the 99 to go and look 
for the one. When the shepherd finds the sheep, he calls up his friends 
to celebrate with him because he had found his lost sheep. In the same 
way, Jesus says, there is rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over 99 righteous people. 

I have said elsewhere that we need to be careful how we cast 
the stories. The temptation for us “churchy folks” is to cast ourselves 
as the shepherd who goes out of our way to seek out lost sheep. 
However, that is not what we are invited to do. Rather, we are invited 
to cast ourselves as the lost sheep and Jesus as the shepherd who 
comes looking for us. I have also had people use this story to say to 
me, “See, Pastor, you should go after the people that leave the church 
because, after all, Jesus said leave the 99 and go looking for the 
one.”  Again, we are not the stars of this story. Also, Matthew 25 tells 
us there are such things as goats as well as sheep.   

So, Jesus is the shepherd, the 99 sheep are the Pharisees who 



don't think they need to be saved, and the one sheep is the sinners 
whom Jesus came to seek out. The moral of this story is that Jesus 
cares as much, if not more, for the lost sinner than for those who think 
themselves righteous. 
 
Luke 15:8-10 The Lost Coin 

If the story of the lost sheep is based on an agricultural 
metaphor, the story of the lost coin is based on a domestic one. In this 
story, Jesus casts a female lead, and again, God is always the lead 
character. The woman has ten silver coins, most likely drachma coins, 
which would have been equivalent to about a day's wages.   

So let's say you made $10 an hour, worked an 8-hour day, and 
earned $80 a day. Ten days’ wages, then, would be $800. If you had 
$800, and you lost 80 of it, that would be a big deal. You would search 
for that coin. You would stop at nothing until you had found it. And, 
when you found it, you would rejoice.   

That is exactly how Jesus is saying God feels about his people, 
about us. God is not satisfied with 90% of the people following him. 
God is not satisfied with 99% of the people following him. God wants 
everyone. 
 
Luke 15:11-32 The Lost Son 

Jesus then moves onto the story of the lost, or prodigal, son. In 
this story, a man (remember God is always the star) has two sons. The 
younger son demands his share of the inheritance immediately. This 
would have been the equivalent of telling his father, “You're dead to 
me.” He gets his money and takes off. He has a grand time, until his 
money runs out and he finds himself in need. When he comes to his 
senses, he decides he is going to go back to his father and beg for a 
job.  

But notice what happens when he nears home. The father is 
watching and waiting. When he sees his son, he runs to him and 
welcomes him back into the family as a son, not just a servant. You 
see, people are not like sheep and coins. We do not just get lost or 
misplaced. We make choices to move away from God or move toward 
God. When we choose to move away from God, God waits for us, 
watches for us. When we come back, God welcomes us back home. 

Now let's talk about the older brother. Remember, these 



stories are directed toward the Pharisees who thought they had their 
religious and moral act together. So, the father is God.  The younger 
son, of course, is the sinners that Jesus is hanging around with. The 
Pharisees represent the older son because they are so mad Jesus is 
hanging around with sinners. The older son, like the Pharisees, was 
obedient, yes, but also bitter and jealous of the grace the younger son 
receives, even after being disobedient. 
 
Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 

1. In what ways are we like the 99 sheep or the older brother? 
 
2. In what ways are we like the one sheep or the younger 
brother? 
 
3. In these stories, God is pictured as both searching for people 
and waiting for people. How have you experienced each of these 
in your life and the lives of those around you? 
 
4. Remembering that God is the star, we know he wants us to be 
part of the story too. Are there people God is calling you to search 
for? Wait for?    

 
 
Week 22 Family Activities 
 
Lost and Found: Hide a few dollar bills (or quarters) in your kids’ 
rooms. Assign a certain amount of time (30 minutes?) and tell them to 
clean their rooms as quickly as possible to find the money you have 
hidden. At the end of the time, see if the kids found all the money you 
hid. (Let them keep whatever they found.) 

 
Did they find all the money? If they didn’t, how do they feel? 

 
 
God is just as eager for lost people to come to him as we were to find 
the hidden money (even more).  
 
God Welcomes All: This activity can be done inside or outside. Have 
kids pick 2 stuffed animals or toys (one to represent the child and one 



to represent God). If inside, get some masking tape and make 
several masking tape roads leading from the child stuffed animal to 
God. On the masking tape, write things that could have led the child 
away from God (not going to church, not following God’s rules-lying, 
stealing, etc., loving something more than God like video games, 
etc.). Have the kids help you come up with ideas. Talk about how 
these things can lead us away from God, but if we stop and repent of 
them, our road, no matter how bad it may have been, can still lead 
us back to God and he welcomes us. Outside, instead of using 
masking tape, write or draw the things leading you away from God 
in chalk and draw a road.  
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